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Congratulatory Address to Centennial Anniversary of

the Department of Dermatology, Kyushu University
Young Pio Kim

It is my great honor and privilege to deliver a congratulatory address to the centennial anniver-
sary of founding of this famous institution. I deeply appreciate the invitation and would like to
express my gratitudes to Professor Masutaka Furue and his faculty staffs as well as to Professor
Harukuni Urabe.

As acknowledged by all the medical authorities, your institution has, in the hundred years since
its foundation, under the excellent and devoted leaderships of Professors Kenkichi Asahi, Seigo
Minami, Kentaro Higuchi, Harukuni Urabe, Yoshiaki Hori, and presently Masutaka Furue,
excelled in the scientific achievements and in the developments of service to the sick. And it is now
leading the world in the state-of-the-art research, as well as in promoting good relations with
other countries, particularly with Far-East Northern Asian countries, which share common
ethnical and cultural backgrounds.

Professor Urabe has, as I still clearly recall, been pivotal in starting the “English-Speaking
Session” in the 75th Annual Convention of Japanese Dermatological Association in 1976, where I
had been invited. At the business dinner party of the senior members, I have proposed the “Joint
Meeting of Japanese and Korean Dermatologists”, which, I thought, would be most effective in
promoting mutual understanding and cooperation between the two countries that are destined to
be the nearest and closest neighbors, but somewhat alienated by the tragical history of animosity
in the first half of the last century. With the judicious judgment agreed by the Board of JDA, in
which eminent pioneering professors such as Atsushi Kukita, Harukuni Urabe, Yasuo Asada and
others were the members at that time, the First Joint Venture was launched in 1979 in Seoul. The
successful start of our Joint Meeting cleared the skepticism and criticism from both sides. Since
then, it has produced bountiful fruits in innumerable ways, not only in exchanging scientific ideas
and knowledge, and in promoting cordial ties among young people of both countries, but also in
improving spoken English, which has become a “must” in this global age. I personally take pride
in that our venture has provided the bench-marking model to other medical disciplines, and many
others followed suit in making their own joint meeting between both countries. I sincerely hope
that this Joint Meetings will continue to be one of the best channels to connect both countries for
a long time to come. Again on this occasion, I would like to express my hearty gratitude to those
Members of Board, again.

I congratulate again to the hundredth birthday of your institution, and sincerely hope that you
will continue to successfully lead the dermatology in the world with brilliant ideas and technol-
ogies in the coming century of your foundation. Please let me thank you again to Professor Furue
and the Staffs and to Professor Urabe. Thank you.

(Prof. emeritus Department of Dermatology, Chonnam University Medical School, Kwangju,
Korea)
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Congratulations to the Dermatology Department of

Kyushu University on its Centennial Anniversary

Hsin-Su Yu

It is difficult to maintain a thriving department for 100 years. On behalf of the Chinese
Dermatologic Society, Taipei, I would like to express my admiration and congratulation to the
Dermatology Department of Kyushu University for its outstanding job in the past 100 years.

The legacy began in Nov 20th, 1906, when Professor Kenkichi Asahi established the Dermatology
and Syphilology Lectureship in Kyushu University. For the next 100 years, this department played
an indispensable role in the development of dermatologic science in Japan. During this period, the
department nurtured 16 outstanding professors in the field of dermatology. Continuing the legacy
of Professor Asahi, Professor Shiougo Minami focused the department’s research objectives on the
clinical applications of basic dermatologic research. Moreover, the “Minami Award” was created
to promote more investigations on dermatologic science. This award later became the most
prestigious recognition for scientists who are engaged in dermatologic research in Japan.

In 1968, after the Kanemi Yusho event, Professor Kentaro Higuchi started the Yusho study
group. Following in the footsteps of Professor Higuchi, Professor Harukuni Urabe, Professor
Yoshiaki Hori, and Professor Masutaka Furue have all led the department to become the leading
research center for studying polychlorinated biphenyls poisoning. Their works have made signifi-
cant contributions to the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of PCBs poisoning.

For years, The Kyushu University Dermatology Department has played a leading role in the
research concerning mycology, syphilis, dyschromia, melanoma, and atopic dermatitis. Recently,
under the guidance of Professor Furue, the department is actively engaged in corresponding and
cooperating with foreign institutes and research centers. Therefore, the department has laid its
foundation to meet the challenges of the next century and is marching on to become a world-class
dermatology department.

The dermatologic society in Taiwan has long had a close relationship with the Kyushu Univer-
sity Dermatology Department. The clinical experiences and basic researches regarding PCBs
intoxication of the department have provided Taiwan with valuable information on early diagno-
sis and prompt treatment of PCB poisoning. More interaction and cooperation are foreseeable for
the research groups from both sides.

Professor Urabe, Professor Hori, and Professor Furue have been role models for aspiring young
dermatologists in Taiwan. On behalf of the Chinese Dermatological Society, Taipei, I would like
to again express my foremost admiration and congratulations to the dermatology department of
Kyushu University. I am looking forward to more great things from this department in the next
100 years!

(Professor and Chairman, Department of Dermatology National Taiwan University. President,
Chinese Dermatological Society, Taipei)
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